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A future for peri-urban 
agriculture: how to bring food 
production closer to citizens



Promotion of peri-urban farming

1. Protect agricultural farms in peri-
urban areas.

2. Improve marketing.
3. Promote quality labels for peri-

urban products.



Food production in peri-urban areas

• Mediterranean cities 
are usually placed 
by the rivers, close 
to good fertile 
agricultural soil. So 
we have created the 
agricultural parks to 
protect this.



Peri-urban areas around 
Barcelona

Llobregat agricultural park   Gallecs agricultural Park.



1.Protection of agriculture farms 
in peri-urban areas.

• 1. Special subsidies from Rural Development 
Programme to improve marketing and 
processing products from peri-urban farms.

• 2. Town planning regulations ensure 
agricultural areas around urban areas cannot 
be used for building.



2. Improvement of marketing opportunities

• Farms in peri-urban areas, although being 
close to the cities, have problems accessing 
urban market networks, due mainly to their 
reduced size.

• Dept. of Agriculture tries to keep open 
market opportunities adapted to this type of 
farming.



2. Improvement of marketing opportunities

• Town markets



2. Improvement of marketing opportunities

• Weekly markets                       Special Fairs



2. Improvement of marketing opportunities

• Promoting proximity products in 
Barcelona’s restaurants.    



3.Promotion of quality labels for 
peri- urban products

• Some products from peri-urban areas are 
suitable for EU quality labels, like PDO and 
PGI.

• Dept. of Agriculture provides technical 
advice to support farmers to go through the 
recognition process



3.Promotion of quality labels for 
peri- urban products

• Prat chickens and capons. PGI



3.Promotion of quality labels for 
peri- urban products

Mongeta del Ganxet ( PDO in process). Beans.



3.Promotion of quality labels for 
peri- urban products

• Delta del Llobregat artichokes (PGI in process)



3. Promotion of quality products



3. Promotion of quality products. PRODECA

PRODECA, is a public enterprise that provides technical 
advice for marketing of agricultural products.



Peri-urban farming. Resumé

• Food from peri-urban areas:
– It is fresh since it has been harvested shortly 

before consumption.
– It is a useful tool to protect soil and for proper 

water management.

– It has a low carbon footprint
– It helps to maintain the peri-urban landscape.


