Speech Lenie Dwarshuis, PURPLE president

Conference ‘Europe’s peri-urban potential: beyond urban-rural links’, 12 November 2009

Opening

Ladies and gentlemen, our special guest Luc van den Brande, Members of Parliament, all of you present here today: a good afternoon and also on behalf of PURPLE a warm welcome to you. 

Why do we speak about peri-urban regions? And why now?
The new European Parliament is in place, the Lisbon Treaty will now come into effect and we are at the eve of the new Commission. 
So, now it is time for thinking ahead.  And – as Mr van den Brande said:

‘Together the PURPLE regions are stronger and more able to find solutions to the problems and challenges we are facing in Europe.’
Especially in the light of the current economic, food and climate crises - the so called ‘triple threat’ – it is crucial to highlight the potential of the peri-urban regions. This is therefore the title of the programme of this afternoon: ‘Europe’s peri-urban potential’. 

Peri-urban regions consist of a mix of both urban and rural, hence the other part of the title of the programme: ‘beyond urban-rural links’. 

PURPLE brings together 14 regions from across the EU. We are the network that is raising awareness of the peri-urban agenda at European, National and Regional levels. 
The peri-urban regions and cities contain a large proportion of all EU-inhabitants. How can we ensure that these regions continue to contribute to economic growth, prosperity and quality of life in the European Union? And how can the EU deliver the right policies and incentives which match the complex needs of such regions? 

********************************

I have to say that the current debate on the budget reform is a concern for PURPLE regions. You probably haven’t missed the non-paper on EU budget reform. This sets out a series of proposals that effects us in the implementation of the two most important policies of the European budget : Cohesion and Agriculture.  Indeed, it comes as a surprise that the draft paper ignores the principle of territorial cohesion, introduced by the recently ratified Lisbon treaty.

The regions of the PURPLE network already expressed both in their position on CAP reform and their contribution to the Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion their strong support for the maintainance of these instruments that need to be adapted to the new challenges that we are facing. While we welcome some aspects of the communication – in particular the prominence given to climate change - a coordinated implementation of the CAP and the Cohesion policy will be a true asset for peri-urban regions and these two policies should not be deprived of their substance.

**************************

We will discuss three major themes today that are fundamental for a sustainable and successful future for the peri-urban regions. We hope this will give us some answers - or guidance on how to find answers. These important issues affect the lives of millions of citizens in our regions.  They require the combined efforts of politicians, policy makers, academics and specialists in many fields and they need cross-policy cooperation.  

How can we effectively and timely adapt to climate change? What policies do we need to arrest the adverse impacts on our fragile peri-urban environment – air, soil, biodiversity?

How can we organise our spatial development in ways which are sustainable for future generations, which ensure a better quality of life for all citizens and which manage and promote the economic diversity and dynamism that characterises our regions?
How can we bring food production closer to Europe’s large populations, to ensure future food security and healthy lifestyles, sustainable and cost effective agriculture?
These are each big topics in their own right, each meriting its own conference. They are also all linked.  As soon as you start to consider the implications of one, you bring in issues relating to other policy areas.  Climate change is not the only example of a cross-policy issue.  
So I make no apologies for PURPLE’s ambition in choosing such a big agenda.  We have to be ambitious, we have to ‘think big’… and we have to be open minded about policy integration.  Today we want to invite you all to think with us about these important questions, now and in the future, because it is only in the strong cooperation between regions and institutions on a European level that solutions will work.
***********************************
We have a mixed audience with many politicians and policy specialists from peri-urban regions. I ask our speakers to challenge this audience – please be controversial, please be honest about the difficulties of defining the right strategies and policies and about the dangers of failure.  We want to understand our complex peri-urban areas better and we want to ensure their future sustainability and viability.  We don’t expect that to be easy. But we must take up the challenge. 
Thank you
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