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Presentation of Mr P Atkins, West Midlands (PURPLE network)

European Parliament Hearing Urban Intergroup 9 November, 2010.

West Midlands has been a member of the PURPLE network since 2006.

I want to support the remarks made just now by the PURPLE President Michel Gregoire by giving you a few examples of the role played by some peri-urban regions in the PURPLE network in supporting the sustainable growth of Europe’s cities.  This is a snapshot of what is happening now across Europe, but this territorial potential cannot be developed to its full potential because it doesn’t yet fit our traditional perception of regional conditions. The peri-urban zone is often mistaken as a mix of suburbia and dormitory towns or as the product of urban sprawl. Or is neglected completely, because it is excluded when policy makers talk about an ‘urban-rural dichotomy’: the danger is that what you cannot name doesn’t exist.

As time is very limited today, I can only give you a very quick overview of each example, but there will be more detail on these  – and other examples – on the PURPLE website.

 Knowledge plays a crucial role in sustainable growth: I remind you of the Presidency conclusions from the Lisbon European Council in 2000 - “The shift to a digital, knowledge-based economy, prompted by new goods and services, will be a powerful engine for growth, competitiveness and jobs. In addition, it will be capable of improving citizens' quality of life and the environment.” (Lisbon European Council 23 and 24 March, 2000 – Presidency conclusions) 
In Frankfurt Rhein-Main  dozens of high tech companies, universities and research institutes are located not just in Frankfurt, but also in many lesser known smaller towns in what we call the peri-urban zone, as you can see from the blue stars on the slide.  With the knowledge element present, all three of the sustainability pillars, economic, environmental and social are strongly represented in the peri-urban area
Peri-urban Île de France around Paris is under increasing pressure from urbanisation as this slide shows Yet the agricultural land and open space encircling the city is a vital resource,  sustaining both important food production and providing essential environmental and social benefits too.  So the regional government decided to introduce a specific strategy to encourage peri-urban farming and food production – a policy with multiple benefits for the urban and peri-urban populations if Île de France.  
Next, two examples from peri-urban Warsaw: 
Zegrzyńskie* Lake is a peri-urban multifunctional asset for the Warsaw agglomeration.    
This artificial lake, situated 30 km to the north of Warsaw, plays various roles: 

- It improves the water management in the surrounding area (including about 8 thousands hectares of agricultural land), 

- It provides fire protection, and serves as a natural environment habitat (particularly for bird life). 

- It is very important for recreation and water sports, 

- It is a source of drinking water for the Warsaw agglomeration - and a project financed by Cohesion Fund to modernise water treatment technology is being carried out here. 

- Additionally, it is a source of green energy with its hydroelectric power station. 
Secondly, The Polish Academy of Science (PAN)  Research Centre in Jabłonna which has started an ERDF financed project, regarded as the most innovative in Poland. In cooperation with the Mazovian Energy Agency, this will be a centre for research into strategies for  the development of new energy sources, renewable and unconventional energy sources, bio-fuels, ecological effects of energy conversion and implemention of new technologies in energy accumulation.  It will also be a location for environmental and science education. The centre, together with the modern energy-intelligent congress venue will be located in the village of Jabłonna in peri-urban Warsaw.

From South Moravia in the Czech Republic, here is an example of transport connectivity.  The ‘IDS JMK‘ system connects all the existing transport modes in the whole South Moravian Region as well as in its capital city of Brno.
It came into operation in 2004 and is used by majority of the population in the region.  There is just one set of conditions for travelling in local trains, regional buses, public city transport in Brno and city transport in some other cities too – with the same tickets, same prices and the very similar regulations used on all of these lines
There are clear benefits in developing regional transport policies that take into account both the peri-urban and urban - from economic, environmental and social cohesion perspectives - although current regional classifications (NUTs 3 and 2) which do not adequately acknowledge peri-urban areas, make this a challenge.
The West Midlands is dominated by the metropolitan area of Birmingham, but there are many towns with populations ranging from 10 - 60,000. This makes for substantial labour inter-dependency with 62,000 people commuting daily from Staffordshire alone to Birmingham and 19,000 moving the other way.

As some of you may already know, the UK is moving away from regional strategies to Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) which focus efforts at a more local level. These LEPs are business led, and will concentrate on economic and market opportunities. For example, in our peri- urban areas we have noticed businesses show interest in moving away from the urban area to set up or expand in the peri -urban fringe. Good market opportunities exist in a wide range of sectors from high tech. automotive to food and drink but we as politicians must see that we create the right conditions to allow business to flourish and provide the education and training, research through universities - and importantly access to fast, reliable broadband.

We need to support our peri-urban regions by facilitating existing businesses to grow, attracting inward investment and, in particular, encouraging new innovative business start ups. 

Networks such as PURPLE with the use of EU funds from programmes such as INTERREG can help through promoting a clusters approach or helping us to achieve the 2020 Agenda targets. We also intend in the West Midlands to use our connectivity through transport corridors to link with neighbouring Local Enterprise Partnerships - putting 17 million people within one hour’s drive.

Today, the College of Commissioners is discussing the Cohesion Report. When it comes to future funding, it is important that the peri- urban areas are not forgotten in what often translates into a simple urban versus rural debate. We have many challenges, including deprivation, but we have many opportunities with continued EU support which we can turn to our benefit.

In conclusion, we must not overlook crucial ingredients for sustainable growth and success right across our regions, and to do this we need to address peri-urban areas properly – as the best of both worlds - where urban and rural features combine to create added value.

So I leave you with a strong message from PURPLE - think peri-urban – we are here to help!

