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Summary PURPLE hearing – Urban Intergroup, 9 November
The peri-urban contribution to the sustainable growth of Europe’s cities

Chair: Mr Lambert Van Nistelrooij, Vice President Urban Intergroup
Mr Jan Olbrycht, President of the Urban Intergroup explained that the Urban Intergroup – a cross-party and cross-policy grouping - aimed to contribute horizontal thinking about urban problems in Europe. Most of its members consist of former practitioners – mayors, local councillors and specialist with practical experience.  He referred to the sectorisation of policy areas – transport, energy, culture etc, and expressed concern that the creation of a sector labelled ‘urban’ policy by different policy making bodies meant there was a danger of large cities being cut off from medium and smaller cities and the areas around them.  Policy makers need to avoid sectorisation and find ways to create links and relations between cities and their surrounding areas – whatever we call them.  Policies also must also respond to the needs of people who live in these surrounding (peri-urban?) areas.

Following the success of this short hearing the PURPLE network hopes to maintain a dialogue with the Urban Intergroup and interested parliamentarians in order to highlight the great potential of peri-urban regions and the contribution they can make to  the future sustainable growth of Europe.  
Mr Michel Gregoire, President of PURPLE and Vice President of Rhone Alpes Regional Council spoke about the focus of the PURPLE network on obtaining better recognition of peri-urban areas in more open minded policy making.  ‘Long term sustainability in all its aspects – economic, social and environmental – is a shared challenge for Europe’s cities together with their peri-urban neighbours.  The multifunctional and complex development of peri-urban regions should be seen as an advantage – providing vital resources which support Europe’s urban populations and enhancing the quality of life of city dwellers.  But we need to develop together smarter ways of using the space and managing growth – including more integrated policy making.’  He made an offer to Europe’s politicians and policy makers: ‘The public authorities in PURPLE  have the expertise and capacity to help develop the necessary policy links between urban and rural, and I believe our regions can act as a laboratory for the EU in terms of testing and developing the necessary approaches to a more sustainable development in complex territories.’  
 Mr Asje Van Dijk, Member of the Executive Board of the Province of South Holland in the Randstad region of The Netherlands, a founder member of PURPLE and a region ‘characterised by its polycentric structure: a green heart surrounded by a circle of larger and smaller cities – truly peri-urban in fact’, gave a number of examples of how an integrated approach to regional development could drive the knowledge economy, attract inward investment, create new jobs and also ensure ‘an appealing work/life environment’. He pointed out however, that ‘the mosaic of European regions is not suited to a one size fits all policy. We will need tailor-made solutions for each region, with visible and measurable results for the civilian population.’

Mr Philip Atkins, leader of Staffordshire County Council in the West Midlands, a member of PURPLE since 2006, gave a range of examples* of the contribution of peri-urban regions to the sustainable growth of cities from PURPLE member regions across Europe.  He warned that the territorial potential of peri-urban regions ‘cannot be developed to its full potential because it doesn’t yet fit our traditional perception of regional conditions. The peri-urban zone is often mistaken as a mix of suburbia and dormitory towns or as the product of urban sprawl. Or is neglected completely, because it is excluded when policy makers talk about an ‘urban-rural dichotomy’: the danger is that what you cannot name doesn’t exist.’ He concluded ‘we must not overlook crucial ingredients for sustainable growth and success right across our regions, and to do this we need to address peri-urban areas properly – as the best of both worlds - where urban and rural features combine to create added value’.
Discussion: 

During a short discussion, Mr van Nistelrooij recognised the ambition of peri-urban regions and the desire to solve their own problems and challenges. He urged networks such as PURPLE to come up with ideas for new solutions for a framework of funding and support better able to respond to complex regional situations such as those outlined today.  
Mr Gregoire indicated that a stronger dialogue between peri-urban regions and cities was needed to address agriculture, food and health issues in particular, and Mr Atkins supported this with a warning about the challenges (including an ageing workforce and loss of jobs in the agriculture sector) facing the maintenance of viable agriculture in peri-urban areas which are likely to have an increasingly important role in maintaining future food security of urban populations.

Mr Van Nistelrooij recognised the desire to get tailor made programmes in the future which were better able to bringing ‘peri-urban’ issues into the fore.  The publication of the 5th Cohesion Report will bring opportunities to propose a new form of integrated regulation.  There could be opportunities to use Pillar 2 funding within regional funds enabling those regions with bigger cities and peri-urban areas to develop a more integrated approach.  If regions and cities develop such an integrated territorial dimension they also need to propose a menu of possible areas of action.  This is an opportunity for networks such as PURPLE propose some ideas.

Mr Olbrycht echoed this by suggesting regions try to find the integrated elements which could enable urban and peri-urban to work together.
Mr Gregoire concluded the session by expressing the hope that many more peri-urban regions will join with PURPLE in this task. 
. 
*For full text of the speeches and slides elaborating the examples, please see the PURPLE website –www.purple-eu.org
