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Bonjour madames et messieurs, Mr. Jean Jack Queyranne, Mrs Eliane Giraud, répresentants de Terres en Villes, Arc Latin, PURPLE et toutes les autres personnes dans la salle 

Je suis très contente d'être ici, en Lyon. Nos deux pays ont des points communs, bien sûrs le goût de fromage et également des élections à venir. En  France, c'est pour votre président, en Hollande c'est pour les provinces. C'est toujours captivant comment ça s'arrange, mais aujourd’hui je suis la répresentante de la région de Randstad Holland et je continue en anglais.
First of all, I would like to express – also on behalf of my colleagues in PURPLE- our gratitude to the Conseil régional  Rhône Alpes, to invite our networks here and to make this European forum possible. Thank you for all the effort and the warm welcome. I am sure that this Forum will bring both Rhone Alpes, PURPLE and the other networks to further steps in our policymaking ánd practical implementation in the need for a New Balance between City and Countryside. 

So what is PURPLE? PURPLE was founded in 2004 during a conference on City & Countryside that Regio Randstad Holland organised in cooperation with the Committee of the Regions. PURPLE brings together regions from across the EU including: Catalunya, Flanders, Frankfurt Rhein/Main, Île de France, Mazovia, MHAL (province of Limburg), Nord Pas de Calais, Regio Randstad, Rhône-Alpes, South East England, Stockholm and West Midlands. These regions are working together to maximise the advantages resulting from their location in proximity to large urban areas while minimising adverse impacts on the urban-rural character, landscape and environment that make them distinct and special. 

PURPLE undertakes two lines of action: on the one hand we are active in policy development and lobby activities, on the other hand PURPLE works on project development and exchange of ideas. And in this we tend to have a slight bias towards the Northwest European regions, given our current composition. Further growth in members of PURPLE is still very welcome, and I believe it would enhance the power of PURPLE to embrace some southern and eastern European regions.

I continue,  peri-urban regions in Europe are facing excessive pressure in their rural areas. The balance between sustainble open space, sustainable agriculture and spatial and economic dynamics is out of balance and needs to be re-established. There are opportunities as well as challenges for those living and working in peri-urban regions, which should be reflected in policies and strategies at European, national, regional and local levels and in particular within the new European regulations on rural development and structural funds. Therefore, PURPLE is working to raise awareness of the specific peri-urban agenda at European, national and regional levels. 

The first line of action, to continue our work on the EU policy agenda, is relevant because new mid-term evaluations of the European programs as well as more fundamental reforms of the CAP are in sight. 

From the start PURPLE has been a wide scope network aiming to be the “voice of the peri-urban regions”. We overlook the possibilities of our own peri urban agenda in Brussels and act when necessary. We want to raise our political profile by acting with a political agenda and by organising political debate. PURPLE will have to focus on the current lobby agenda on rural and regional development. We have to deepen our expertise and aims to be recognised as a welcome and knowledge driven network. We know that one of the conclusions of the December 2005 Council agreement was a new fundamental discussion about a possible new reform of the CAP.  This gives us both the time and the opportunity to prepare a message to be heard and listened. The coming year we will be working on the definite PURPLE-position on the CAP. Therefore, we have to explore our common interests as well as the differences between our regions. That means an exiting process of negociating and positioning, amongst ourselves and maybe vis-à-vis our member states.

The second line of action is about project development. That is where we are here for today! If we want our peri-urban communities and landscapes to benefit from the program period 2007-2013, we need to develop joint actions and concrete projects. With PURPLE being a content-based network, a common vision on policy objectives is our binding force. Exchange on practical approaches in our regions is an important asset. If EU money is involved, this exchange includes implementation models as well. Our network focuses on common lobby for funding and provides members information about funding possibilities. Member regions organise project fairs to apply for Interreg money. We have to build on our experience and make sure that the peri-urban regions receive their fair share of the European funding.

Let us face it. In our regions we have formidable potential to create a new generation of common interregional projects. Projects as Metropole Nature and SOS Sustainable Open Space have made evident that in partnership our regions can realise these projects. Now we have to rebuild these projects. Building of these projects can be done in smaller, sometimes in larger groups of our regions and our regional partners.

I will highlight some examples here. Regional foodmarkets or Farmers markets are a vital element in developing alternative regional food supply chains. PURPLE considers these as examples where the urban-rural relationship can be developed to mutual benefit. It is extremely difficult for local producers to introduce their products on the highly commercialised and monopolised urban food market. Many PURPLE regions are developing strategies in this field. A true interest of both regional governments and cities and a very rich subject for international exchange and project development.

In Catalunya we visited the Parc Agrari de Baixa Llobregat. I was really impressed with the strategy used and the actual results to keep this peri urban horticulture landscape vital and connected with the city of Barcelona. Catalunya combines spatial protection of agricultural soils with a marketing strategy that is aimed at the recommendation of agricultural products in the nearby cities. Also the cooperational structure that the farmers use has contrubuted to the impressive local market of  90 perecnt and to educational projects for children.

The Green Belt in London is another example of how good choices in spatial planning really help to preserve a much needed recreational area in a metropole.

You may also be aware of the potential of the EU Leader programme. Not all the PURPLE regions have previous experience of the Leader programme, although many seem to be interested in making use of the opportunity offered in the new regulation. Experience shows that communities in peri urban areas could profit considerably from these possibilities. For example: throwing open the farmers grounds for horsebackriding or walking. In my opinion we should use the leader approach in the new rural development programmes to create the conditions for innovative approaches and economic dynamics in peri-urban regions.

For example in the so-calles Green Hart in my region, we are faced with the issue of sinking grounds. This has effects on our water management policy and some soils will not be suitable for farming in the future. In order to ensure the income and wellbeing of our farmers, we stimulate them to explore 'extra-curricular activities', such as "farmers golf" or "farmers shops" and also educational projects. Indeed, there is a young urban population that does not know that milk comes from a cow, they believe it comes from the factory! Or even worse, they believe milk comes out cooled form the cow….

I would like to conclude by referring to EU policy making regarding the climate change dossier. The European Commission has made convincing statements about the seriousness of the problem of climate change. As an "appointed rapporteur" of the Committee of the Regions, I see that the regional dimension of costs and benefits deserve more attention. The vulnerability to climate change differs strongly among European regions because of different natural circumstances. Regions located in the South of Europe, for instance, will probably face a relatively strong impact on living conditions due to rising temperatures during summer periods and decreasing levels of precipitation. It is important to know which regions are particularly vulnerable in order to enable these regions to tackle the effects of climate change. Unlimited land consumption and urban sprawling would be highly irresponsible.  So, in my opinion peri urban regions count among those most effected and therefore potentially most involved in action. 
Climate change stresses the importance of reforming the CAP as well. We have an obligation to set the European agenda also in this field. PURPLE will have the combined practical experiences to be able to bring this important issue under the attention of the policy makers in Brussels. There is no way around it: the future of Europe's regions is the future of Europe.  

La France et Les Pays-Bas ont une autre ressemblance: nous avons dit "non" à la Constitution pour l'Europe. Mais ça ne veut pas dire que nous ne croyons pas à l'Europe des régions!

Je vous remercie pour votre attention.

