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Good morning ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Jordi Carnes, Mr. Josep Besora, delegates of PURPLE, 

First of all, I would like to express – also on behalf of my colleagues in PURPLE- our gratitude to the Departament d’Agricultura, Ramaderia I Pesca of Barcelona, to invite our network here and to make this conference possible. Thank you for all the effort and the warm welcome. I am sure that this conference will bring both Barcelona and PURPLE to further steps in our policymaking ánd practical implementation in the need for a New Balance between City and Countryside. 

This is the fifth general assembly of PURPLE since we joined our forces and decided to work together. To maximize the advantages resulting form our location in proximity to large urban areas, while minimizing adverse impacts on the urban-rural character, landscape and environment that make our regions distinct and special.  Our organization has become much more professional over the last two years: now we have got a budget, a working plan and and tomorrow we will discuss a PURPLE communication plan. 

And that is no luxury. Our Peri-Urban Regions are still facing excessive pressure in their rural areas. The balance between sustainable open space, sustainable agriculture and spatial and economic dynamics is out of balance and needs to be re-established. There are opportunities as well as challenges for those living and working in peri-urban regions. This should be reflected in policies and strategies at European, national, regional and local levels and in particular within the new European regulations on rural development and structural funds. Therefore, it is no luxury that PURPLE is working in a professional manner to raise awareness of the specific peri-urban agenda at European, national and regional levels.

Over the last two years, we have been looking through the objective of a camera –so to speak- to see the wide scope of challenges that peri-urban regions face. Now it is time to focus on the images that need immediate action. If you will allow me to draw a picture, I will give you my point of view of the future of PURPLE. 

PURPLE faces two major challenges:

1. To develop joint actions and concrete projects and

2. To continue to work on the European policy agenda

If we want our peri-urban communities and landscapes to benefit from the program period 2007-2013, we need to develop joint actions and concrete projects. With PURPLE being a content-based network, a common vision on policy objectives is our binding force. Exchange on practical approaches in our regions is an important asset. If EU money is involved, this exchange includes implementation models as well. Our network focuses on common lobby for funding and provides members information about funding possibilities. Partner fairs are organised to apply for Interreg money. We have to build on our experience and make sure that the peri-urban regions receive their fair share of the European funding.

Let's face it. In our regions we have formidable potential to create a new generation of common interregional projects. Projects as Metropole Nature and Sustainable Open Space have made evident that in partnership our regions can realise these projects. Now we have to rebuild these projects. That can be done at one time in smaller, at another time in larger groups of our regions and our regional partners.

Also the so-called LEADER- approach should be considered here. I realise that this approach is mainstreamed now in our rural development plans, but attention should be given to a possible concept of peri urban LEADER in our regions. This common experience should, once again, give evidence of the relevance of our PURPLE agenda. 

The second challenge, to continue our work on the EU policy agenda, is relevant because new mid-term evaluations of the European programs as well as more fundamental reforms of the CAP are in sight. 

From the start PURPLE has been a wide scope network aiming to be the “voice of the peri-urban regions”. We overlook the possibilities of our own peri urban agenda in Brussels and act when necessary. This is the moment to raise our political profile by acting with a political agenda and by organising political debate. PURPLE will have to focus on the current lobby agenda on rural and regional development. We have to deepen our expertise and aims to be recognised as a welcome and knowledge driven network. We know that one of the conclusions of the December 2005 Council agreement was a new fundamental discussion about a possible new reform of the CAP.  This gives us both the time and the opportunity to prepare a message to be heard and listened.

For PURPLE it is quintessential to ensure a turnabout in the basic assumptions underlying the CAP. I mentioned already in Mazovia important points for PURPLE regarding this possible reform of the CAP. I repeat them here:

· That peri-urban regions are not “ lagging behind” in economic terms, but have indeed serious spatial and environmental problems to solve. 

PURPLE wants recognition for these issues in Europe’s policy for both Regional and Rural Development instead of the current focus on economic issues.

· (Another point is) That the CAP could be transformed earlier then 2013 into a better balance between its first and second pillar (Rural development). Since we don’t have food shortages in Europe anymore, such as the one after the Second World War, it is no longer essential to steer and control farming at the level of Brussels. There is no reason left to keep the future of farmers the responsibility of Brussels only: member states and regions can take their part as well.

·  Therefore, a follow up decision is needed about EU regulations in the CAP: when greater parts of the CAP will be decentralised, the regulations could also be simplified at EU level. European over-regulation and bureaucracy will be reduced, while other levels of government (national and regional) become co-responsible for the CAP. This will bring the CAP closer to Europe’s citizens and farmers.

So far, we have been successful in our lobby towards rural development. Peri-urban issues are mentioned in the Rural Development Fund and are a point of attention in the NSP’s. Furthermore, we know the outcome of the budget discussion. We do know the financial potential for the 7 years to come. 

During our previous General Assembly in Mazovia we discussed and agreed upon a report overlooking the impact of the implementation of the new rural development plans in our PURPLE regions. It is encouraging that the diversity of the twelve regions of PURPLE in their approach to rural development is mirrored in the scope and apparent flexibility of the new Rural Development Fund regulation, which has a greater range of measures than any previous rural development regulation. Nevertheless, it is dissapointing that choices made by different Member States, limit possibilities of some of our member regions to actually work according to this flexibility and wider range of measures.

Tomorrow Mr Belltran will tell something about the issue of modulation, another aspect of the new policy. Monitoring of the implementation of the rural development policy will remain an important part of our communication with the EU institutions. 

Nevertheless, it now comes to the crunch. As said, the next one and a half year we will be working on the definite PURPLE-position on the CAP. Therefore, we have to explore our common interests as well as the differences between our regions. That means an exiting process of negociating and positioning, amongst ourselves and maybe vis-à-vis our member states. Will we be able to maintain the hard work, the openness and the nerves?!  I am confident we will, although it might get rocky at times.

Thank you for your attention, and I wish everybody a pleasant debate and fruitful conference.

