Dublin Region - Climate Change 

Introduction
With respect to climate change in Ireland, the Dublin Region is first and foremost guided by the National Climate Change Strategy (NCCS) 2007-2013.  The targets set out within this Strategy should be considered in the context of the EU's current climate change policy which was adopted in December 2008 and seeks:

· A 20% cut in emissions of greenhouse gases by 2020, compared with 1990 levels (possibly rising to 30%)

· A 20% increase in the share of renewables in the energy mix, and 
· A reduction in energy consumption of 20% through an increase in energy efficiencies.

Market demands which are directing policy towards developing renewable energy potential, both from a sustainable socio-economic perspective and an environmental protection perspective, have resulted in a current 40% national target for renewable generation by 2020 in Ireland (up from 33% in the NCCS, 2007).   Notwithstanding this, Ireland’s National Climate Change Strategy (NCCS) 2007-2012 sets out its policy direction, and relative sectoral reduction rates envisaged, through projects such as Transport 21 (national transport infrastructure policy), biofuels obligation, greener homes initiatives, increasing carbon sequestration, diversion of biodegradable waste, renewable energy generation, and so forth.  Upon adoption later this year, the NCCS’s “National Adaptation Strategy” will provide the framework for the integration of adaptation issues into decision-making at the national and local levels of government.  
Climate change in peri-urban regions 
Building a local and regional strategy to address the challenges of climate change is a key requisite to ensuring buy-in at the individual level.   Climate change adaptation is a moving target and has many uncertainties about impacts, the challenge, therefore, for peri-urban regions is to ensure cognisance of the varied impacts of climate change on the sustainable development and growth of the regions and to develop a co-ordinated response and approach to addressing these impacts at the level of the peri-urban region.
For example, local climate change scenarios and effects for specific geographical areas and sectors and associated adaptive measures to deal with both positive and negative effects will need to be developed over time and in line with best evidence.  The existing and/or potential effects (both direct and indirect) are numerous and will vary across regions. These potential effects can appear contradictory and may include issues such as: increased flooding; drinking water shortages; an increase in invasive species; failed harvests; increased agricultural yields; weather related impact on mortality rates; in the longer term a greater need for air conditioning and higher insurance premiums, among others.  
In the Dublin context, climate change mitigation and adaptation is an issue of central importance.  The greatest concentration of population is based within the greater Dublin Region which is the economic driver of national economic prosperity
.  National estimates therefore provide proxies heavily weighted towards the greater Dublin area’s economic and social activity.  

Climate Change and the Dublin Region

This is not to undermine the importance of acting locally and the role of community initiatives - “thinking globally and acting locally.”  

Energy Action Plans at local level can play a significant role, for example, in bringing about a body of evidence and the data required to accurately measure per capita contribution to Green House Gas emissions at local and regional level.   The Dublin Region currently has one such action plan developed for the Dublin City area and it is expected similar plans will follow for other municipalities within the Region.  While action plans provide targets for carbon reduction and more sustainable living, Energy Master Plans will supply a logical next step in spatial mapping of regional energy consumption, heat loss and so forth.   This will visually identify opportunities for energy savings.
In terms of peri-urban influence - carbon reduction, energy savings and more sustainable living is often reflected in terms of supply of fresh local produce and shorter travel distances to supply food to urban markets.  These are noteworthy impacts, however, peri-urban areas (and policies) have a role to play not only in terms of the city-edge but also in terms of growing arms into the city physically and metaphysically both in terms of connecting with green and blue corridors and then also through inspiring garden allotments and self sustenance amongst urban dwellers.   
Next Step Actions:

The Dublin Region suggests the following actions (these suggestions are based on the climate change paper of the PURPLE Network):

1. Undertaking a spatial mapping exercise for the peri-urban regions of PURPLE utilising existing spatial data, such as, Corine data.  This will prove valuable to the regions in terms of highlighting peri-urban areas as carbon sinks, as areas of importance in terms of water retention and flood absorption, as providers of local food supply, and so forth.
2. As local, regional and central governments continue to shift policy towards carbon budgets, the PURPLE network should pursue a policy of promoting locally managed carbon budgets.  This will highlight the value of peri-urban areas in terms of opportunity for renewable energy and related entrepreneurial activity.  It will furthermore give value to peri-urban areas in terms of linking carbon values to monetary units within localised carbon budgets.  
3. PURPLES’s peri-urban areas should be marketed and branded as areas of climate change resilience in two ways -
a) Their adaptability in terms of extreme weather, e.g. absorption of flooding events, heat sinks, etc.
b) As areas of sustainable urban practice with a capacity to contribute to sustainable socio-economic and environmental growth.
4.
The PURPLE network should develop and tailor, through existing available research within respective member regions, a series of policy recommendations to outline a pathway to creating less carbon intensive peri-urban regions.  This might include more sustainable farming practices, energy and water conservation, building codes, utilisation of renewable resources and technologies, etc.  These policies should be customised but unified - customised to the needs of each region but unified in terms of overall policy direction.  
� The GDA contributes just under half of GVA output nationally and represents approximately 40% of  the national population
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