Flanders Examples Topic Paper 3 – Multi-functional land use

1. Land development for multifunctional land use

Definition: Policy program for adapting nature and location of land use and/or ownership for the sake of public or private objectives.

In land development projects there is a goal to accommodate a well balanced an appropriate mix of functions. The projects have as a common goal: development of the multi-functionality of the remaining discontinuous open space in its strongly urbanised environments. The projects are always developed on a regional scale and with a maximum of participation of the actors involved.

2. The land development project ‘Plateau van Moorsel’ is situated between the capital city of Brussels and the city of Leuven (Flemish city 25 km in the east of Brussels). The region is characterised by the occurrence of badly connected small clusters of open space.  The support of the local communities and local policy for the remaining open space is very important. The presence of the Airport of Zaventem gives an extra dimension to the region. In the area a land development project is started to reinforce connectivity and resilience of a network of open spaces in the (Flemish) peri-urban area around Brussels. 

A special area in this land development project is ‘Woluweveld’, a 130 hectare large agricultural area bordering the Brussels capital region, and completely enclosed by large road infrastructure, a railway, residential areas and business locations. The area offers a link from the city of Brussels to the airport and different planned tram and bus lines. It can also become a part of a water storage master plan in which it can function as an important green-blue network. Furthermore it is located in an expanding area of business locations with a need for good bicycle connections, water storage for the compensating for soil sealing, jogging opportunities for employees and a nice green surrounding for the business locations. The different stakeholders have a specific demand regarding the sustainable development of this small piece of peri-urban open space. One company ‘Toyota Motors Europe’ invests already in the development of a green bicycle path to connect between two different business locations. Farmers still active in the area want to maintain their agricultural practice on this fertile land, despite the fact that all the land is owned by private project developers. They realize that agriculture in the proximity of the city can have an important educational function. If the open space is better developed it will improve living conditions of local residents that can use the area as a meeting place.

The Flemish Land Agency has in this area the assignment to bring together the different stakeholders and their needs, in order to develop an integrated multifunctional land development plan for the area.

3. In another land development project the ambition is to develop a green belt for the city of Bruges. The ambition of this green belt project is to make the city centre and its surroundings more attractive as a place to live, to work, or to go out for a ride or a walk, and hence more interesting for investors. Such a green belt will bring a lot of benefits for citizens, firms, farmers and tourists in and around Bruges. Each citizen can use this green belt for bicycle commuter traffic, to recreate, to walk, to go to the centre, to go to the beach by bicycle through the polders. This project is also part of a European Interreg IVB project ‘VALUE’. In this EU project the aim is to demonstrate that green investments can make a city: attractive to live in, work in and invest in. The project wants to show that green investments can act as a lever for the realization of economical growth in a region. The results will be used to convince local governments and private investors of the use of green investments. Another result of the VALUE project will be a European Agenda for the economical valuing of green investments.

4. Integrated rural development projects

Next to the regional approach of land development there is also a more bottom-up and stakeholder oriented approach to improve the local and regional support for open spaces. Diversification of rural areas in peri-urban regions must entail both a “strategy for opportunities” for farmers and the transformation of a traditional area into a multifunctional, accessible and economically-viable open space. In Flanders this is the aim of the integrated rural development projects.
The first Flemish rural development project using pro-active strategies for the development of the region around the qualities of its open space is ‘De Merode’. All partners that signed the ‘Merode Charter’ joined forces in a regional steering committee. The need for fast results is crucial in the present political context. Also the citizens of our nanosecond-culture do not engage well in a process that takes years to show real changes in the field. The integrated rural development project of de Merode in Flanders experiments with an approach that tackles this problem by working on different time tracks. While in the long term an integrated framework and strategic actions are being developed, the project already grows on the terrain and in the minds of the people by realizing quick-win projects and social events.  Crucial to this approach is that all actions taken by project partners fit into the idea of the general framework.
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