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Nission!statement;!Ƅinvestments in the quality of (peri-urban) 
open spacesƅ
Who are we?

Flemishgovernmental agency 
Minister for Environment, Nature and Agriculture
7 departments (incl. 2 regional offices)

Coreactivities
Improving water quality (nutrient issues by agriculture)
Supporting a sustainableagriculture with measuresfor
landscape, nature and environment
Land development and land banking, to create solutions
for large-scale(peri-urban) open spacechallenges(e.g. 
integrated water management)
Rural development and policy (CAP)
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Water -Land-Scape: a new approach
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The idea:  6 new approaches for future open spacemanagement



Urban fringes
New Landscapes 

Landscapes for food

Water-Land-Scape

Ambitious landscapes

Landscape infrastructure



There is a gap between goals and results in 

the field!



Co-operation is the way to go!Ɗ



Recent floods and droughts show the

urgency !



So, we brought together a Flemish team for

the program



This team will support actors in the field 

with knowledge, instruments , measures and

actions



Our minister did agree to fund the program 

of Water+Land+Scape



Our call for proposals gave us 40 initiatives

related to water issues!



The team selected 14 proposals for the

program and 8 to learn



Local partners, farmers will join the arena to

look for solutions



Local partners and program partners work

together

4 daysof reflection:
Day 1: explanaton of the program
Day 2: modelsfor solutions and involvement
Day 3: measuresand instruments
Day 4: synthesis

Report with measuresand solutions for a Flemishappraoch
in 14 pilot areasin Flanders



Solutions for water management in rural

areas in Flanders
14 pilot areas
Test of different approaches for water management 

together with farmers
Themes: 

how to provide water in intensively usedrural areas
during dry periods?
How to solveproblemswith water pollution?
How to usethe landscape as a smart solution for water 
captation in the prevention of floods and drought?
Ɖ

!new solutions! Recent study and approaches to be
integrated in local situations: European co-operations e.g. 
WaterProtectproject 



Our plans

Different solutions will be tested in 14 pilot areas
Localknowledgeand goals of governmentcometogether in 

1 plan
Best solutions to distribute in Flanders(and Europe)
Learning points in other countries are welcome! (already

study visit to the Netherlands in july)
Funds are foreseenfor initiatives with local farmers within

the 3 main goals: water, agriculture and landscape.
Quick-wins
Long term projects: 10 years
Program = learning platform for governmentand local

actors
Website: www.waterlandschap.be
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Program 
Water -
Land-
Scape
Climate robust agri-water management

Valleyof theƃIerk- and MombeekƄ-!blue!green!
infrastructure in the peri-urban area of Zuid-Limburg





Coalition

Partners of the program
Partners from the local actors 
ƄIerk!en!Mombeekƅ

Province of Limburg
Unit of Water management

Unit of Agriculture and Rural Development

Provincial Nature Centre

Provincial research centers
PC Fruit

PIBO Campus Tongeren

Watering De Herk

21!ƃIerk!and MombeekƄ!municipalitiesƁ

Netwerk of individual farmers and fruit growers, 
landowners, local citizens-!Ɖ



Map of the area



Mission statement
Integrated water management in focus area

Substantial contributions to achieve ' good condition ' 2021 and 2027

Brook structure recovery, open laying

ü Upscaling of the public domain and natural areas

ü Also for individuals and farmers

ü 'Bottom up' support

Source aiming erosion actions

ü Hedges, woodsides, trees, woodland, hay parcels

ü Bufferstripson arableparcelsasidewaterbodies

ü Cultivation adjustment and alternative soil processing

ü Improve soil relateability

ü Pilots set up around Leader 'bask the carbon' and 'cultivation adjustment-alternative editingƁ

Alternative buffering 'plant protection products' on parcels next to the waterbodies in fruit sector

ü Hedgesand woodsides

ü Extensivemanagement of grassstrips

ü Pilots set up aroundMeader!ƀMore consciously dealing with fertilization and plant protection productsƁ

Problems of drought, water availability for farmers in drought period

ü Enabling existing buffer basins

ü Knowledge from leader projects 'drainage žPlus, and Irrigation-wiseƁ

ü Concrete research focuses case/pilot project

Win-win for agriculture, nature, landscape and local residents



Water +Land+Schap
Barbierbeek connects !

Working together for a unique brookvalley



Coalition

Bedrijfsgilde 

WaseScheldekant 

Bedrijfsgilde 

WaseScheldekant 

Who are you and whom do you represent?
Which partners are already on board?
Which partners do you want to join?

Unit for integrated water management
Unit for protection of the environment

Unit for agriculture
Provincial centre for environmental research



Beveren

Sint-Niklaas

Temse

Kruibeke

Barbierbeek

Map of the area
Projectarea: valley of the ƄCarbierbeekƅ

Afstroomgebied: 3400 ha
Lengte in vogelvlucht:  15 km
Lengte in afstand:        22 km


