
 

   

 

 

Urban Agenda & ESIF 2014-2020: 

Involving peri-urban territories 
in order to boost urban-rural links 

Wednesday 14 October 2015 - 14:30-17:00  

KEY MESSAGES 
 For the near future we have to focus even more on how urban and rural areas can and do 

strengthen each other. The current discussion about the Urban Agenda is mainly about 
the important role that cities have on the economic development of Europe. But cities 
cannot develop if no account is taken of the areas between those cities 
 

 The PURPLE response to last year's public consultation of the EU Urban Agenda called for 
recognition that urban policy is not just policy for cities  

 

 Europe cannot be broken into territories of different types and labelled, “urban”, “rural”, 
“remote” or anything else. Large and growing parts of Europe are characterised by a 
complex web of inter-relations and interdependencies.  You cannot and must not unhinge 
the urban and rural. Where urban and rural co-exist there is peri-urban 

 

 We are talking about urban-rural linkages but the two are not necessarily linked - they are 
very often superimposed. They come together as one 

 

 This debate is crucial given that the discussions about the next European Cohesion Policy 
post-2020 are about to start. What speakers said this afternoon already give interesting 
answers to the questions raised by Commissioner Corina CREŢU in a recent speech: 

o How can cohesion policy investment best contribute to overarching European priorities, 
while keeping its territorial focus? Should we pay a more specific attention to certain 
geographical areas?  

o What should be the role of urban dimension in cohesion policy? On the contrary, how can 
cohesion policy better support growth, jobs and innovation outside heavily populated 
areas? 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/2014-2019/cretu/announcements/55th-congress-european-regional-science-association-lisbon-portugal_en


 

   

 
 
 

 The examples from Germany, the Netherlands and England during the first round-table 
confirmed that, YES, it is very important to pay more specific attention to THE PERI-
URBAN AREAS. 
 

 It is not easy for many to think beyond the simplistic vision URBAN versus RURAL but it is 
not enough to put emphasis only on urban-rural linkages 

 

 Where urban and rural features and characteristics co-exist in the same landscape, the 
same economy and the same set of complex human inter-relationships, any reference to 
"urban-rural links" is unhelpful 

 

 There are specificities relating to PERI-URBAN areas and they are as real and valid as 
URBAN or RURAL specificities  

 

 The Commission’s document on the URBAN AGENDA underlines “the role of cities for the 
development of their surrounding regions”…BUT the role of peri-urban areas is also key 
for the development of cities  

 

 The recent resolution of the EP on the urban dimension of EU policies acknowledges that 
“the growing mismatch between administrative and territorial structures (urban and peri-
urban cooperation) requires new forms of flexible governance” 

 

 Problems are too often addressed starting from the needs of urban centres and not from 
existing opportunities within the peri-urban areas: 
o The European 7th Environmental Action Programme underline that cities “rely heavily 

on peri-urban and rural regions to meet demand for food, energy, space and resources; 
and to manage waste”  

o the recent resolution of the EP on the urban dimension of EU policies recalls that 
“some of the main challenges which cities face (economic and social development, 
climate change, transport and demographic change), can only be tackled through 
partnerships with their surrounding areas”  

 

 It is frustrating to see that the awareness of a new peri-urban territorial dynamic has not 
yet been translated into the concrete implementation of programmes of the European 
Union, starting with the Regional Policy  

 

 If we want the population living in peri-urban regions to not feel totally excluded from the 
European project it is time for decision-makers to stop being blind about this peri-urban 
reality. 
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