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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen,
We, from PURPLE started our CAP reform project one and a half year ago. We used our meetings in  Barcelona, Stockholm and Maastricht to discuss and to work on our vision for the subject. At that time we could not foresee that the world of agriculture and food would change so quickly and drastically as it has. These days the newspapers are filled with news items about food production and food prices.  Agriculture has become an important issue on the political agenda again, almost overnight. Growing demands for food from the developing economies, especially in Asia, the effects of climate change and the growing of certain kinds of crops for biofuels have all contributed to accelerating food price inflation.  
In Europe these effects are not felt as severely as in third world countries. Still we have to think carefully about the role and place of agriculture and rural areas on our continent.  If we lose agricultural land and open space carelessly to development, desertification, etc., we will be consuming our own future. It cannot be taken for granted!
Last year the United Nations concluded that now more people are living in cities than in the countryside. A tipping point has been reached! What does this mean for peri urban areas?

Having said this, I would like to tell you about the PURPLE position on the CAP reform and Health Check. For most of the members in PURPLE it was the first time we gathered this type of information and we have collected a rich set of relevant information about our regions. Now we are gathered here in Brussels to present these results to you, and the message is clear, there is a Europe-wide peri urban interest in the Common Agricultural Policy. 
Let me start by emphasizing that the urban pressure felt by all peri urban regions in the European Union constitutes a reason on its own to justify a special position in all levels of policy making.  However, it would not do justice to these special areas if we  consider them just as areas under urban pressure.  
Peri urban areas play vital roles as interfaces between the urban and the rural world; in fact, they have a crucial position in bringing these worlds together. In this sense peri urban regions can usually be characterised by their duality: on the one hand we experience the dynamics of the nearby cities, while on the other hand our regions represent the valuable qualities of the countryside with their open spaces, attractive landscapes, biodiversity and rural communities. 
Moreover, agriculture also plays a major role, both by highly modern and efficient sectors producing for world markets, as by other sectors fulfilling a crucial role in maintaining the landscape and offering products, employment, space and services for the nearby city population. These challenges and opportunities should be incorporated in new policy, and especially in the Common Agricultural Policy.
What is PURPLE aiming at?

PURPLE feels that there is a need for a clearer vision for the future of European agriculture and countryside. Rather than looking back, PURPLE urges the Commission to develop a coherent long term vision for the future, in which there will be specific attention for peri urban regions, their challenges and their opportunities.  We feel the absence of this vision will undermine the potential of the CAP and of the peri-urban zones to deliver against the “New Challenges”. 
For the longer term PURPLE makes the following points for the Mid Term Review and the reform of the CAP post 2013:
1. A  Common Agricultural Policy will remain necessary and must be maintained after 2013. We see that the challenges European agriculture and European countryside are facing nowadays are manifold and certainly not of lesser importance than those of the last decades. 
Since we don't have food shortages in Europe anymore, such as those after the Second World War, it is no longer essential to steer and control farming from Brussels alone. But Brussels still sets much of the agenda and we urge you to take into account the effects of climate change on food security and safety and the effects of rapid urbanisation and the possible loss of regional identity. Thus, PURPLE recognise the CAP’s role in setting common rules for all of the EU, but this should always mean that there is enough room to determine national and regional priorities.

2. Our next point touches the political and societal legitimacy of the CAP. This will largely depend on the true realisation of goals and needs of society which include more than agriculture alone. Animal welfare, environmental needs, preservation of attractive and accesible landscapes, are also issues that should be taken into account. PURPLE states that these goals and objectives should be specifically seen in relation to the nearby urban environment. It goes without saying that the financing system of the CAP can no longer be based on historic entitlements only and if the objectives of the CAP change, then accordingly should its financing, if it is to retain its societal legitimacy across the Community of 28.  
Let me illustrate this by two examples that have appeared in earlier PURPLE events:
· Most PURPLE regions identify opportunities to develop the cities as markets for local agricultural quality products and services and rural services in general. However, a lack of infrastructure (transport, routing, training), as well as a lack of mutual understanding and appreciation, which are pre-conditions for successful marketing, mean this potential is simply not realised.
· A number of PURPLE regions are actively engaged in the climate change and CO2 debate or plan to become so in the near future. They see opportunities to contribute to the reduction of CO2 emissions by reforestation, localisation of food production and consumption and the development of renewable energy sources.
These examples show both the need for a more fundamental change of the CAP as well as the actual need for adaptation of the CAP on the shorter term. We listed those objectives in the position paper. I will elaborate on two of them:
· More emphasis on Pillar II

In most cases, contrary to original objectives, the budget for Rural Development has been reduced. Specifically for peri urban regions this means that they have less means to encourage rural development, to protect its qualities from urban pressure and to preserve its diversity in landscapes and biodiversity and to promote its culture and culinary diversity.   It also means there is less budget to promote and support the agricultural sector to become more competitive.   PURPLE therefore strongly urges the European Commission to convince to enlarge the budgets for Pillar II and to give priority in allocating extra budget to axis 1 and 3 to promote innovation and increase competitiveness of the agricultural sector and promote rural culture and communities.

· More attention to health 

One of the main focus points are issues of public health. Take for example problems of obesity, especially among the young urban population. Peri urban regions offer excellent opportunities to help address this problem by offering local, fresh and healthy food and exercise to urban consumers. Public bodies, such as schools and hospitals should have more policy room in order to source their food locally. Awareness programmes are needed in which the urban population, especially school children, can be introduced to food production. I know that the cities of Rome, London and Amsterdam and their surrounding regions embrace this philosophy. Later today we will hear more of the experience in London.
To conclude I freely quote Jac Smit, president of The Urban Agriculture Network run by the United Nations Development Programme. "Peri urban farming creates green spaces, recycles waste, cuts down on freight transport, prevents soil erosion and is good for the microclimate." 
In short: the cities of the future cannot do without peri-urban farming as part of a dynamic and carefully planned peri-urban zone which starts to meet its potential to meet the needs of society!
Thank you for your attention.






























