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Peri-urban Regions urge the EU to “think purple”
[image: image3.emf] “The message is clear: there is a Europe-wide peri-urban interest in the Common Agricultural Policy” insisted Lennie Dwarshuis, President of PURPLE, the voice of peri-urban Regions in Europe, on the 22nd of May 2008. 

Opening the conference “the peri-urban dimension of the CAP” organized by the PURPLE network and hosted by the Committee of the Regions, she underlined that agriculture continues to play a major role in the PURPLE Regions, representing highly modern and efficient enterprises producing for world markets whilst others fulfil a crucial mission in maintaining landscapes and offering local products for nearby city populations.  “PURPLE urges the European Commission to develop a coherent long term vision for the future, in which there will be specific attention for peri-urban regions, their challenges and their opportunities” she said. 

“If peri-urban areas are in a sense both green and grey, a good way of avoiding a false distinction is to call them purple” suggested Mariann Fischer Boel, Member of the European Commission responsible for Agriculture and Rural Development. Only two days after the Commission’s legislative proposals about the “Health Check” of the CAP, she admitted that “on the edge of so many European towns and cities, or even inside them, there are valuable areas of land where wheat grows or where cows graze happily in full view of office blocks”. “These must not be allowed to fall off the policy map” she declared.

“If we're really serious about having rural and peri-urban areas with competitive farmers, natural beauty and vibrant economies – and if we're serious about making these areas our allies as we face up to new challenges – we must be serious about giving our policies the funding they need” concluded the Commissioner, urging the PURPLE Regions to get this message across “loudly and clearly” to national governments.

Interventions of politicians and experts from the European Commission, the Committee of the Regions, the academic sector, NGOs, and other stakeholders confirmed that time has come, at the European level, to think beyond the rural-urban divide and to recognise that peri-urban Regions, at the interface between urban and rural trends, are key to the equilibrium of the EU territory as a whole and to the well-being of its citizens. 
PURPLE member Regions: Catalonia, Dublin, Flanders, Frankfurt Rhein-Main, Ile-de-France, Mazovia, MHAL (Maastricht/Heerlen, Hasselt, Aachen, and Liège), Nord-Pas-de-Calais, Randstad, Rhône-Alpes, South-East England, Stockholm and West Midlands

PURPLE web site: http://www.purple-eu.org 

Contact: Michel de Jonge, PURPLE secretary - ma.de.jonge@pzh.nl +31 6 45 22 42 15

























