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Declaration adopted at the General Assembly of the Peri-urban Regions Platform Europe – PURPLE - at the Conference “Greening the Green Belt” held in Surrey, South East England on 5-7 October 2005

Peri-urban regions should be valued for many reasons: their landscape, culture, environment; their attractiveness as locations for living and working; the provision of recreation opportunities; and the production of high quality food. PURPLE members continue to strive for sustainable rural and agricultural development in Europe’s peri-urban regions.

PURPLE welcomes the recognition of the peri-urban dimension in the regulations and policies of the European Union, and highlights this as a significant step in securing the future of peri-urban regions and their communities. However there are major challenges facing the peri-urban regions of Europe and the pressure from urban centres on rural areas will not lessen but intensify in the near future. Therefore we stress the need for continued recognition and support, to ensure strong economic performance goes hand in hand with the sustainable use of natural resources. 

European legislation states that rural development shall be implemented in partnership between the Member State, regional and local authorities and bodies representing civil society. PURPLE member regions are ready to be involved and to contribute to the development of rural development plans.

PURPLE expresses support for an integrated approach between the first and second pillar of the European Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and recognises the value of such a policy for preserving and enhancing the natural landscape and Europe’s diverse cultural heritage. Multilevel and flexible governance of rural development and strengthening the second pillar of the CAP should meet the needs and opportunities of peri-urban areas.

PURPLE recognises the importance of appropriate statistics to assess the needs of peri-urban areas and quantify their economic, social and environmental value and contribution.  PURPLE members will develop and support initiatives to assess the characteristics of peri-urban regions more fully and effectively.

PURPLE will continue to work with EU institutions, Member States, regions, local authorities and other stakeholders to mobilise the full potential of peri-urban regions.  It will seek to forge better links between Europe’s cities and countryside. The PURPLE network is ready to accept new member regions from the current and future European Union to take forward its agenda. It is also open to collaboration with all other stakeholders to work on the future of peri-urban regions.

PURPLE members wish to encourage and intensify transnational and inter-regional co-operation.  Sharing experience and best practice will accelerate understanding of appropriate systems to manage the increasing pressures on the quality of life. It will also support the development of multi-functional and sustainable peri-urban regions, capable of contributing to the success of the Lisbon and Göteborg strategies through diversification and the creation of more and better jobs.
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