PURPLE RESOLUTION TEXT                                  
The Peri Urban Regions Platform Europe; PURPLE calls upon the European Union Institutions and Member States to recognise the importance of peri-urban regions. These regions play a vital role in planning and managing the transformation towards multi-functional land use and agriculture, with consideration for both a globally competitive agriculture sector  (fast production process) and locally sustainable agriculture (slow production process) 

Following the principles of the Lisbon Agenda, peri urban regions acknowledge the challenge of global competitiveness and innovation for their territories and seek to guide the agricultural transition between the 1st and 2nd Pillar of the CAP.

Support from Europe and Member States is needed as peri-urban regions lead the process towards a new balance between cities and countryside in Europe.

PURPLE’s View about current EU-proposals EAFRD/ERDF/EU Financial Perspective 2007-2013

A.
Changes needed in EAFRD regulations t

1. Areas with over-pressure included in European rural policy.  Although PURPLE welcomes the Commission Proposal for the EAFRD, European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2007-2013, the European Commission and Council are invited to pay more attention in their  rural policy to the specific needs of peri-urban regions, with high population and economic activities in adjacent urban zones.
2. Europe’s rural policy should respect regional diversity. PURPLE wants to express its support for the multifunctional model of the European CAP that will encourage regional diversity. Each region is unique as reflected in its rural and agricultural development.  Europe should foster variety and diversity in agricultural and rural development and implementation should respect the principle of subsidiarity.
3. Maintenance of agriculture in each peri-urban region. When farmers disappear from our territory, it threatens the viability and maintenance of open space, near our cities.  PURPLE strives therefore to maintain a critical mass of agriculture and well-managed open space to support agricultural infrastructure and biodiversity. The definition of open space will vary according to the particular urban/rural mix in each region.
4. LEADER+ welcomed in EAFRD The success of the bottom-up approach to rural development, as demonstrated through programmes such as Leader+, deserves a place in the new EAFRD-regulation

5. Young farmers a must. In peri-urban regions young farmers are key actors in rural entrepreneurship and must be fully supported by European and Member State policies.

6. Greater possibilities for green services. Peri-urban regions see a growing potential for green services and would welcome more flexibility and simplification in the European Regulation to support pilot projects in this field (including issues surrounding state aid). The transition process will require at least a decade to develop the potential for both publicly and privately financed green services.

7. Innovative food chains. The EU and Member States policies and regulation should enable a wide range of experiments for the reconnection of links between City and Countryside producers and consumers, both within the peri urban regions as well as between different regions. Local and multi local food chains should ensure a greater transparency, visibility and traceability of the agricultural chain. The challenge is how to create strategies that add value for agriculture.

B. PURPLE wants opportunities from The European Regional Development Fund   

8. Complementary action between ERDF and EAFRD is necessary. PURPLE welcomes the recognition of the urban dimension and the need to link urban and rural areas in the ERDF draft regulation for 2007-2013. The European Commission is invited to recognise flexible multidisciplinary actions in peri-urban regions with support both from ERDF and EAFRD.  
9. European policy and programmes need to pay more attention to spatial development and territorial cohesion. Open space in peri-urban regions should be included both in EU spatial policy and in regional cross-border and interregional programmes, in order to manage increasing pressure on the quality of life in peri-urban regions. Since many of the problems faced by peri-urban regions go beyond national borders there is strong need to encourage and intensify all levels of co-operation between regions. 

10. Support within the Regional Competitiveness Objective for changes in the agricultural industry. Peri-urban regions face an increasingly competitive and innovative environment. The European Commission is invited to consider opportunities for actions by peri-urban regions in the Competitiveness Objective of EU Regional Development Policy. 

11. In the light of climate change predictions, problems associated with water (flooding, water quality, and shortages) are likely to have a strong impact in peri-urban areas. The environment and risk prevention –strand in the Competitiveness Objective needs to offer opportunities for actions and investments  (eg restoration of dunes/dykes/water basins /restructuring agricultural /industry-sites close to risky water-areas,  as a result of floods or rising  of sea levels) 

C. The EU financial perspective 2007-2013 

12. Budget 2nd pillar CAP assured. PURPLE wants to support the current proposed budget level for rural development, which it considers the minimum level necessary to assure a sufficient number of high-quality rural development programmes in Europe. 
13. EU budget at 1,14% GDP PURPLE considers the budget proposals of the Commission, as set out in the Financial Perspective, at 1,14% GDP, to be necessary. Due to fast global transitions (WTO, competitiveness, and enlargement), it is important to work from a European perspective, both in Rural and in Regional Development programmes
14. PURPLE wants to underscore that the problem of CAP and Rural development needs financial commitment from all levels of government, to solve problems and guide transitions. Territorial and agricultural transitions need an integrated approach between 1st and 2nd pillar of the CAP, and interdependence between the priority axes in Rural Development Regulation
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