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INTRODUCTION

First of all, I would like to express - on behalf of PURPLE- our gratitude to the Mazovia Voivodship, to invite our network here and to make this conference possible. Thank you for all the effort, the warm welcome, and this nice environment in Kampinoski National Park. I am sure that this conference will bring both Mazovia and PURPLE to further steps in our policymaking and practical implementation in the need for a new balance between City and Countryside. 

POLITICAL CONTEXT HAS CHANGED

The EU context has developped significantly since our meeting in Surrey

Outcome Financial Perspectives

Council agreement of december 2005 and the (almost) agreement between Council and Parliament gives us exact insight in the possibilities for EU funding form the Structural Funds as well as the rural development fund.

President Borrell of EP talked of “a satisfied dissatisfaction”.

To indicate the history of this political compromise. The Luxembourg Summit had failed to reach a deal in the Council. A deal was finally brokered under the British Presidency. This deal was rejected by Parliament. The EP threatened to vote down the summit deal and demanded an extra 12 billion Euros. Three months later the Austrian Presidency brokered a deal with EP. This included an extra 4 billion Euros.

Especially for the rural development fund there is a relative decrease with a total amount of 69 billion Euros. Thinking about the Salzburg conference in 2003 and the major agenda for rural development set by Commissioner Fischler, this is a dissapointing outcome.

There is a possibility for each member state to work with the so called modulation. Member States may transfer money from the first to the second pillar. 

TWO CHALLENGES BECOME CLEARER

Nevertheless, we as PURPLE should focus now on our two major challenges:

1. PURPLE is a content-based network, a common vision on policy objectives is the binding force. Exchange on practical approaches in our regions is an important asset. If EU money is involved this exchange includes implementation models as well. 

The network focuses on common lobby for funding and provides members information about funding possibilities. Partner fairs are organised to apply for Interreg money. Regarding the programme period 2007-13, it is now time to build on our experience and to  develop joint actions and concrete projects to benefit our peri-urban communities and landscapes. 

2. PURPLE is a wide scope network aiming to be the “voice of the peri-urban regions”. It overlooks the possibilities of its own peri urban agenda in Brussels and acts when necessary. To recognised as a trepresentative network PURPLE needs to raise its political profile by acting via a political agenda (press/CoR/conference speeches) and organising political debate. PURPLE will focus on the current lobby agenda on rural and regional development. It will deepen its expertise and aims to be recognised as a welcome and knowledge driven network.

To follow this ambition we continue our work on our policy agenda; New mid term evaluations as well as possible more fundamental reforms are in sight.

ad 1. 
During this event a presentation of possibilities in EU funding. This overview and knowledge is the first step to work on projects in our regions…

· Input to the development of the new programmes that will be implemented under the co-operation objective (transnational, inter-regional and cross-border) of the EU cohesion policy to ensure that peri-urban issues can be fully addressed. 

· Develop partnerships for future co-operation and exchange on peri-urban issues, based on the wide experience, knowledge and best practice already identified on the PURPLE network.

· Ensure that each Rural Development National Strategy Plan (NSP) 2007-2013 truly takes into account the peri-urban dimension and opens the door to fruitful peri-urban actions – including opportunities to make good use of the LEADER methodology. 

· make the fullest use of the wider scope of EAFRD (for example support for the forestry sector, integration of supply chains, for entrepreneurs, innovation, training and advice, tourism and rural and cultural heritage).

ad 2. One of the conclusions of the December Council agreement was a new discussion about a possible new reform of the CAP.

Our main points regarding this possible reform:

· The point is that peri-urban regions are not “ lagging behind” in economic terms which has been the main criterion in the European debate about both Regional and Rural Policy so far. But the peri-urban regions have indeed serious spatial and environmental problems to solve. That is why PURPLE wants recognition in Europe’s policy for both Regional and Rural Development.  

· PURPLE emphasises that the future of farmers should not anymore be the only responsibility of Brussels. Since we don’t have food shortages in Europe anymore, such as the one after the second world war, it is no longer essential to steer and control farming at the level of Brussels.  The CAP could therefore be transformed earlier then 2013 into a better balance between its first and second pillar (Rural development).

· a follow up decision is needed about EU regulations in the CAP: when greater parts of the CAP will be decentralised, the regulations should also be simplified at EU level. European over-regulation and bureaucracy can be reduced, while other levels of government (national and regional) become co-responsible for the CAP. It is another organisation of the European policy-field CAP which will bring it closer to Europe’s citizens and farmers.

CONCLUSION

So far, we have been successful in our lobby towards rural development. Furthermore, we know the outcome of the budget discussion. We do know the financial potential for the 7 years to come. 

PM-

Tomorrow, during the General Assembly we will steer the network towards this agenda of Rural and Regional Development, with or without the support of Europe, but indeed in a European Context.

Thank you for your attention, and I wish everybody a pleasant debate and fruitful conference.

