Nord-Pas de Calais example
In the framework of its regional development plan that establishes the main policy thrusts for sustainable development until 2020, the Regional Council has explored a right to experiment with town and country planning and development tools. This is translated into Planning Regional Directives.

Two Directives are concerned :

- Blue and Green Belt (Green Infrastructures). The general guidance plan has been set up as a support framework to local plans currently under development.

- Peri-urban sprawl control 

Each Plan depends on a cross-cutting and multi-partner effort. It is about engaging regional entities (cities, General Councils, Regional Council, State Departments at regional scale) and their partners into the resolution of 2 crucial issues in this region of high density:

- vulnerability and scarcity of natural spaces

- the continuing process of peri-urban sprawl, impacting on agricultural and natural spaces, having a negative carbon impact and representing a high cost for society.

These 2 Directives aim at offering a quality living environment to the residents.

